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Introduction  

ummer 2016 is coming 

to an end, and it was a 

busy one!  The Fort 

was very busy with school 

programmes, day camps, and 

special events, including their new 

Murder Mystery, Plays and Escape 

Rooms.  We were proud this year to 

have had 15 local high school 

students, it was the largest group we 

ever had.  These students really 

helped make the Fort come alive.  

The Friends of Fort Malden helped 

out during several events, including 

the Canada Day festivities, Military 

Heritage Days and Art by the River. 

 

 

We are looking forward to planning 

new and exciting fundraising 

adventures in the fall and winter, 

and encourage all new and exist 

members to bring forward fresh 

ideas so that we may continue to 

support the programming at Fort 

Malden.  

 

Becoming a Member or 

Volunteer to the Friends 

 
e are always looking for 

new members or 

volunteers to help with 

the Friends of Fort Malden 

organization. There are lots of ways 

to help out, including:  

 

 
 

 Photography: We always 

like new images of the site 

as well as remembrances of 

past events.  

 Fundraising/Event 

Planning: Thinking of new 

events or expanding on 

existing ones to organizing 

the many details of a 

successful events.  

 Preparing Meals: For 

event participants. Several 

times during the year we 

are able to provide meals 

for those participants who 

volunteer their time to put 

on programs or special 

activities at Fort Malden. 

 Marketing: Help distribute 

brochures and material 

relating to Fort Malden 

National Historic Site. 

 Interact With Other 

Volunteers: An excellent 

opportunity to talk to other 

volunteers to see when they 

are able to help at events. 

 Promotions/Publications: 

If you have contacts with 

publications or are 

interested in advertising, 

this is where we can use 

your help. 

 
 

For more information please 

contact Peter Wright, President of 

the Friends of Fort Malden at   

sabrin2068@bell.net.  
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From The Fort 

 
his summer, Fort 

Malden had its largest 

staff in recent memory, 

with 35 students working in July 

and August.  With a drill squad of 

over 20 soldiers, they put on 

impressive performances both at 

the site during daily 

demonstrations, during special 

events such as Military Heritage 

Days, and off site at the Southern 

Ontario Military Muster, and the 

Fort George Drill Competition.  We 

also piloted several new 

programmes this year that were 

very successful.  

 

  
 

At publishing time, we are revving 

up for a new festival to be held on 

the Fort Grounds, the Windsor-

Essex Harvest Festival, which takes 

place the weekend after Labour 

Day.  We have also been working 

with The House Youth Centre to 

prepare for the Haunted House 

event in late October.  Check out 

the Fort Malden website and 

Facebook page for upcoming 

events throughout autumn and 

winter of 2016/2017.   

 

Fort Facts and Finds 

or most of the visitors 

to Fort Malden 

National Historic Site, 

the first thing they see is this large 

rock sitting in front of the Visitor 

Orientation Centre. 

 

  

Commonly known as the 

“Tecumseh Stone,” local legend 

tells the story of Tecumseh standing 

upon this stone in September of 

1813 during an assembly of First 

Nations and their British allies. 

During this assembly, Tecumseh 

harangued the British commander, 

Major General Henry Proctor 

following the Battle of Lake Erie, as 

Proctor was preparing the garrison 

of Fort Amherstburg for a retreat 

towards Burlington.  

  

In his speech, Tecumseh alluded to 

several historical events from the 

1790’s right through to the recent 

attacks in Ohio during the Summer 

of 1813, and he implored General 

Proctor to stand and fight the 

Americans, or in the very least to 

leave weapons for the warriors to 

use.   The full speech can be seen on 

the Fort Malden website. The first 

reference to the stone seems to have 

appeared several years after the 

War of 1812, in the 1840’s.  The 

stone at that time was situated on 

Gore Street.  In 1939, when the Fort 

Malden Museum was opened (the 

current Visitor Centre) the stone 

was donated and moved in front of 

the building. In 2011, the stone was 

briefly moved inside the Museum 

as part of a new exhibit.  After 

listening to visitor comments and 

suggestions, staff decided to move 

it back to its rightful place in front 

of the Visitor Centre in 2015.  

Come check out this amazing piece 

of local traditional history. 

 

History Highlights 

1812 

October 13: Major General Isaac 

Brock is killed leading a charge 

against an American force on the 

Heights above Queenstown, Upper 

Canada. The British are victorious, 

however, inflicting staggering 

losses on the Americans. 

1813 

September 9: With British supplies 

dwindling, a naval engagement is 

inevitable. Captain Robert Barclay 

sails out to engage Commodore 

Oliver Hazzard Perry's fleet. 

Barclay has six vessels, among 

them the flagship H.M.S. Detroit. 

Just completed, the Detroit is 

improperly supplied, and they were 

forced to take soldiers and cannon 
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from Fort Malden to augment the 

meager supply of guns and trained 

sailors. 

 

 

September 10: At about noon, 

Captain Robert Barclay engages 

Commodore Oliver Hazzard Perry's 

nine-vessel flotilla near West Sister 

Island. Commodore Oliver Hazzard 

Perry's flagship, the Lawrence is 

soon put out of action but 

Commodore Oliver Hazzard Perry 

transfers to the Niagara and the 

battle goes on. Assisted by a shift in 

the wind and by superior fire power, 

Commodore Oliver Hazzard Perry 

forces the surrender of the British 

fleet by mid-afternoon. Among the 

numerous casualties on both sides 

was British Captain Robert 

Barclay, who sustained a severe 

injury to his left arm. A veteran of 

Trafalgar, Barclay had already lost 

his right arm in battle. 

 

September 18:  An Indian Council 

is held at Amherstburg to announce 

Major General Henry Proctor's 

withdraw from Amherstburg. 

Angered by what he sees as 

cowardice and convinced that their 

chances are better within the 

garrison than on the run, Tecumseh 

resists. In an eloquent address to the 

group, Tecumseh refers to Major 

General Henry Proctor and his 

officers as "cowardly animals, 

withdrawing with their tails 

between their legs". 

September 23: Still strapped for 

food and other vital supplies, Major 

General Henry Proctor feels that he 

has no alternative but to retreat. The 

public buildings at Amherstburg 

and Sandwich are burned in 

advance of the withdrawal. After 

torching Fort Malden, Major 

General Henry Proctor and 

approximately 900 regulars and 

militia and some aboriginals head 

for the Thames River. 

 

September 27: American Major 

General Willian Henry Harrison 

lands at Bar Point, south of 

Amherstburg, with a force of 3000 

men. The last of the British soldiers 

are less than one day ahead of them. 

September 29: Major General 

Henry Proctor reaches the Thames 

River; Major General Willian 

Henry Harrison advances to 

Sandwich. 

October 2: Major General Willian 

Henry Harrison reaches the mouth 

of the Thames and continues to gain 

on the retreating British. 

 

October 5: Major General William 

Henry Harrison catches up, 3 miles 

below Moraviantown. The British 

troops and Native allies quickly 

form up in a marshy area along the 

riverbank. After a pitched battle, 

complete with cavalry charge, the 

British troops who had not managed 

to escape, surrender. Major General 

Henry Proctor and approximately 

250 of his men eventually reach 

Niagara; 600 others have been 

killed or captured. Among the 

casualties is the Indian leader, 

Tecumseh. 

1814 

September 1813 – July 1815: The 

Americans occupy Sandwich and 

Amherstburg, conducting supply 

raids as far west a Chatham and 

London. The situation is fairly 

peaceful, if not comfortable, for the 

area residents who remain. 

Occasionally, local militia units 

offer some resistance. The 

Americans begin construction of a 

small fortification one mile south of 

Amherstburg (near the present site 
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of the Amherstburg Police Office). 

Fort Covington, as it was known, 

consisted of a series of earthen 

berms and several temporary 

structures. Elsewhere in North 

America, the war continues in 

earnest with each side claiming 

victories. Finally, on Christmas Eve 

1814, a treaty of peace is signed at 

Ghent, Belgium. 

  

The Treaty of Ghent returns the 

border between British North 

America and the United States to its 

pre-war state, but fails to deal with 

Native concerns. Life along the 

border returns slowly to normal 

after nearly three years of warfare; 

militia units are disbanded, war 

dead remembered, and damage 

claims pursued. On July 1, 1815 the 

Americans officially withdraw 

from the area. 

Upcoming Events 

 
 

Fort Malden Haunted House  

October 27 – 30, 2016 

 ake a frightening tour 

thought Fort Malden at 

night. View horrifying 

scenes in the historic buildings. 

From executions to zombie 

soldiers, your senses will be 

tingling as you are guided to 

vignette. Do you have what it takes 

to make it through the terrifying 

experience? Tour offered every 15 

minutes from 6:00pm thought 

9:00pm. Tickets: $9.80 per person. 

Not recommended for children 

under 12. Some areas are not 

accessible.  NOTE:  This is not a 

ghost walk, it is a haunted house 

experience. 

March Break Daily Workshops 

March 13 – 17, 2017  

different workshop 

is offered each day 

of the week. You can 

either register for our 1.5 hour 

programme, or fully immerse your 

child in a full day adventure at Fort 

Malden. Admission: $6.05 for half 

day or $24.50 for full day. 

Fort Hours  

Fall Hours  

September 5 – October 9 
Open Wednesday to Sunday, 10 am 

– 5 pm. * Last admission sold at 

4:15 pm. 

 

Fort Fees 
 

Daily 
Adult………………………..$3.90 

Senior…………………….....$3.40 

Youth…………………….....$1.90 

Family/Group…………….....$9.80 

 

 
 

 

Website/Facebook 
 

lease feel free to check 

out Fort Malden website, 

as well both Facebook 

pages. Friends of Fort Malden or 

the Parks Canada Fort Malden 

National Historic Site, for any 

upcoming events or photos we post. 

 

Fort Malden National Historic 

Site.   

Website 

http://www.pc.gc.ca/eng/lhn-

nhs/on/malden/visit.aspx 

Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/FortMalde

nNHS 

 

Friends of Fort Malden.  

Website  

Coming soon 

Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/friendsof

fortmalden 

 

God Save the Queen!! 
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