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Introduction 

s the season turns to 

winter and the months 

are now cold and 

snowy, Fort Malden staff are using 

this time to prepare and plan for  

another successful year.  This 

National Historic Site will once 

again come alive in the spring with 

attractions aimed to inform, educate 

and interact with the public.  They 

strive to show the importance of 

this site and the time periods it 

represents.  

  
 
While the staff of Fort Malden are 

preparing for the upcoming 2018 

events, the Directors of the Friends 

of Fort Malden are having planning 

sessions to improve the core of our 

services as we continue to support 

our mission.   Our mission is as 

follows: The Friends of Fort 

Malden is a non-profit organization 

that works in partnership with 

Parks Canada to preserve and 

promote the heritage of Fort 

Malden Historical Site and the 

value of local history. 

  

Through special events, the Friends 

of Fort Malden generate awareness 

and funding to support summer 

student employment at Fort Malden 

as well as other local historic 

programs.  

Becoming a Friend 
 

e are always looking for 

new members or 

volunteers to join with 

the Friends of Fort Malden 

organization. There are many ways 

you can help out with the Friends of 

Fort Malden.  

 

 
For more information please 

contact Jeremy Warnock, President 

of the Friends of Fort Malden at 

jwarnock@friendsfortmalden.org.     

From The Fort 

 
 n the evening of   

December 2, 2017 the 

Soldiers Barrack was  

decked out with spruce, cedar and 

candlelight. Fort Malden National 

Historical Site was trying out a new 

special event which was the 

Garrison Christmas Dinner. All day 

the Cookhouse was busy getting the 

food prepared for our first Garrison 

Christmas Dinner.  

 

 
 

The Garrison Christmas Dinner 

started at 5:30pm and went until 

8:30pm.  As the sun started to set, 

the Fort Malden staff was getting 

Room 2 ready for the arrival of 19 

guests. In Room 3, a busy bee hive 

of staff were fixing the   three-

course meal and dessert. The 

summer staff of Fort Malden 

returned to help in the serving of the 

food to the guests. The evening’s 

entertainment was led by Captain 

Alex Dale.  He told stories of Fort 
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Malden and what a traditional 

Victorian Christmas may have been 

like. He further entertained the 

guests with his fife and flute 

presenting musical treats of the 

period as well as singing Christmas 

carols.  

 

  
 

In between courses, the guests were 

invited to try some traditional 

Victorian period parlour games. 

One of these games was called 

snapdragon, which involved setting 

a plate of brandy on fire, placing 

raisins on the plate, and using your 

bare fingers to retrieve a raisin. The 

night was ended with a traditional 

toast to Her Majesty Queen 

Victoria, with port wine.  All of the 

guests enjoyed themselves with 

good company, good food and good 

drinks.  The staff members of Fort 

Malden are hopeful this will 

become a new annual year-end 

tradition.  

 

Fort Facts and Finds  

he largest battle 

fought on Michigan 

soil was the Battle of 

River Raisin or as it was also 

known, the Battle of Frenchtown in 

Monroe, Michigan. This battle was 

a major defeat for Americans and 

was one of the bloodiest 

engagements during the War of 

1812. The massacre of wounded 

soldiers shocked the United States 

the following day. This incident 

soon become known as “The River 

Raisin Massacre” and the rallying 

cry was “Remember the Raisin.”  

After General William Hull 

surrendered Detroit to Major 

General Isaac Brock on August 16, 

1812, President James Madison 

placed General William Henry 

Harrison in command of the Army 

of the Northwest Territory. This 

was not a popular decision with 

Brigadier General James 

Winchester. Winchester was then 

placed second in command under 

Harrison.         

 

 
   Brig General James Winchester  

Harrison’s first plan of attack was 

to retake Fort Detroit during a 

winter campaign. Harrison divided 

his army into columns, one which 

he personally led to Upper 

Sandusky, while the other under 

Winchester pushed farther west. 

Against Harrison’s orders, but at 

the request of the local citizens of 

Frenchtown whose village was 

occupied by the British, Winchester 

sent a detachment to Frenchtown 

under the command of Colonel 

Lewis. In a sharp skirmish, on 

January 18, 1813, Lewis dispersed 

a small detachment of British 

soldiers. General Winchester and 

250 reinforcements joined Lewis at 

Frenchtown on January 20, 1813. 

Colonel Henry Proctor, commander 

of the British force in Essex 

County, organized a counter attack 

after learning of the takeover of 

Frenchtown. He gathered troops 

from Fort Malden, consisting 

mostly of 597 British regulars from 

the 41st Foot and local militiamen, 

800 Indians led by the Wyandotte 

Chief Roundhead, and six small 

cannons. Proctor crossed the 

Detroit River and proceeded to 

Stony Creek, bringing his artillery 

with him over the ice. The troops 

assembled the night of January 21, 

1813 only 5 miles north of 

Frenchtown, in readiness for the 

dawn attack. His total force 

numbered over a thousand, perhaps 

as many as 1,300 compared to 

Winchester’s 934. Before sunrise 

on the morning of January 22, 1813, 

the British and Native forces 

surprised the Americans who took 

their positions quickly and returned 

fire. Winchester was awakened that 

morning by artillery and gun fire 

and the sounds of Indian attacks. 

Jumping from bed and the comfort 

of the isolated farmhouse, he forgot 
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his uniform coat. Minutes later 

Winchester arrived on the right 

flank just as it was crumbling. He 

tried to re-form the regulars on the 

opposite side of the river. This 

proved impossible. Winchester, his 

sixteen-year-old son and several 

aides were swept-up in the retreat, 

and were captured by Indians loyal 

to Chief Roundhead and taken to 

Proctor. Fearing that General 

William Henry Harrison would be 

sending reinforcements to 

Frenchtown, the British rushed 

through the surrender ceremonies in 

which Winchester gave up his 

sword and pistols to Proctor. Today 

the sword and pistols are on display 

in the museum. 

  

Proctor departed for Fort Malden 

late in the afternoon on January 22, 

1813, with the British regulars, 

Canadian militia and the Americans 

that could walk because there were 

not enough sleighs for the 

American wounded. American 

casualties totaled over 300 killed 

outright, about 60 seriously 

wounded and more than 500 taken 

prisoner. Proctor reported 24 

British killed and 158 wounded. 

There were no reports of the Indian 

casualties.   

Captain William Elliott and three 

interpreters, along with several 

volunteers and two US surgeons, 

John Todd and Gustave M. Bower, 

stayed behind to care for and guard 

the wounded. When the Americans 

expressed concern that the two US 

doctors were not adequate medical 

support, they were told “The 

Indians are excellent doctors.” As 

the wounded watched their 

comrades march away, Proctor 

proclaimed that he would return the 

following day with more sleighs to 

transport the wounded to Fort 

Malden.  

 

As light broke, the Americans 

prepared for the arrival of the 

British with sleds in tow, also 

looking south in hopes of seeing a 

relief column of troops arriving 

from the Maumee Rapids. Instead 

Dr. Todd witnessed the three 

interpreters leaving the Frenchtown 

Settlement. Captain Elliott also 

disappeared during the night. It was 

10:00am on January 23rd when 

Todd was approached by 

approximately 200 Indians who had 

entered the town. One of whom 

confronted Todd and asked why the 

wounded had not been moved to 

Fort Malden. The doctor explained 

that the sleds would return that day. 

The Indian referred to the British as 

“damned rascals,” and contended 

that the wounded would be killed.  

Doctor Todd later recalled the 

Indians were seeking revenge for 

the lives lost from the previous 

day’s fighting, rather than drunk, as 

some have claimed. The Indians 

then invaded buildings that housed 

the wounded and began stripping 

them of their belongings. Some of 

the wounded that could walk were 

taken captive. Those more seriously 

wounded were murdered. Once the 

Indians began to set the building on 

fire one could hear the cries from 

the wounded that could not escape 

the burning building and those that 

managed to crawl to safety were 

tomahawked at the door.  The brutal 

massacre continued on. It was mid-

afternoon before the Indians and 

captured Kentuckians left the 

Frenchtown Settlement for Fort 

Malden. Estimates of the number of 

wounded who were actually 

murdered by the Indians on January 

23rd range from half a dozen to 30 

or 40.    This incident soon became 

known as “The River Raisin 

Massacre” and the rallying cry was 

“Remember the Raisin”. The defeat 

at Frenchtown forced Harrison to 

cancel his projected winter 

campaign to recapture Detroit. 

Harrison instead took a defensive 

stand in Ohio and built Fort Meig. 

 Website Update  

 ecently, we have 

added two new features 

to our Friends of Fort 

Malden Web Site. The first is an 

online store where you could 

choose to join the Friends of Fort 

Malden or if you are an existing 

member, 

you could 

renew your 

annual dues. 

Your dues 

and 

membership 

are what 

helps build 

this great civic historical 

organization.   Please remember 

history starts with you and we 

certainly appreciate anyone that 

would like to join our organization.  

Please click the “Store” tab to join.   

If you’re not ready to join now, 

please consider registering for our 
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newsletter under the “Get 

Involved” tab. 

The second feature added is our 

“events” tab.   Under events you 

will find postings of upcoming 

events sponsored by the Friends of 

Fort Malden, events from our 

partners at the Historic Fort Malden 

National Historic Site, and events 

relevant to the time period.  

Currently, we have postings for 

March Break Camp and Fort 

Malden National Historic Site 2018 

Opening Day - more will be coming 

soon.   

Remember, you will also find the 

latest newsletter, “The Century 

Post,” on our website for your 

reading pleasure.   Further, please 

consider a donation to our 

organization on the “Donate” page, 

we will put it to great use in 

supporting our summer students 

and other activities at the Fort 

Malden National Historic Site. 

Friends of Fort Malden:  

Website 

http://www.friendsfortmalden.org  

Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/friendsof

fortmalden 

Upcoming Events  

March Break Camp  

March 12 – 16, 2018  

 

oin us for our annual 

March Break Camps for 

a wide range of fun–

filled and hands–on activities! To 

register, please call: 519–736–

5416. 

  

Recommended Ages: 6–12 

Cost:  $24.50 per day 

Time:  9:30am to 4pm  

Location:  Fort Malden  

National Historic Site  

 

 
 

Season Opening Day 

May 19, 2018 

 

he location of Fort 

Malden National 

Historic Site in 

Amherstburg, Ontario opens a 

fascinating doorway into Canada’s 

early military history. Did you 

know that it was the location of an 

historic meeting between Major 

General Sir Isaac Brock and 

Shawnee Chief Tecumseh as well 

as the British stronghold on the 

Detroit frontier during the War of 

1812 and the Rebellions of 1837-

38, plus the site of the longest 

American occupation on Canadian 

soil?   

 

 
 

Fort Hours 

Winter Hours  

he Fort will reopen on 

May 19, 2018. Look 

for details on the 

Parks Canada Fort Malden National 

Site or the Friends of Fort Malden 

website.  

 

Fort Fees 

 
tarting January 1, 2018, 

admission to Parks 

Canada places is free 

for youth 17 and under! There is no 

better time to create lasting 

memories with the whole family. 

 

 
 

Daily 
Adult………………………..$3.90 

Senior…………………….....$3.40 

Youth…………………….....FREE 

Commercial 

Group…..……...……...…….$9.80 

 

Seasonal Pass 
Adult………………………..$9.80 

Senior…………………….....$3.40 

Youth…………………….... FREE 

 

Parks Canada Discovery 

Pass 
Adult………………………$67.70 

Senior……………………...$57.90 

 

 

God Save the Queen!! 
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