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Introduction 
 

he Friends of Fort 

Malden, in cooperation 

with Parks Canada, 

would like to welcome you to our 

2018 season at Fort Malden 

National Historic Site. The 

Directors of the Friends of Fort 

Malden have been busy planning 

ways to improve the core of our 

services as we continue to support 

our mission.   

 

 
 

In the spring, the Friends of Fort 

Malden will be working on 

activities such as running the Beer 

Garden at the Fort Malden Escape 

Room Festival on June 16, 2018. 

This Escape Room event is a first 

time for Fort Malden National 

Historic Site and the staff are truly 

excited to present it.   The Escape 

Room Challenges will be operated 

by vendors from across Ontario. 

Other volunteering activities will 

include helping with Bingo and the 

Fish Fry on June 1, 2018 at the 

Knights of Columbus.  

 

We are happy to report that Fort 

Malden National Historic Site has 

once again been honoured with the 

Best of Windsor Essex Award in 

the category of “Best Local 

Attraction – Historical” for 2018. 

 

 
 

The staff of Fort Malden have been 

busy at work throughout the winter 

months in adding a new exhibit to 

the Museum which is named “The 

British Wore Red.”  More details 

on this can be found later in this 

newsletter. Furthermore, our 

summer staff are working hard to 

increase their knowledge of the 

history of Fort Malden.  This 

enhanced knowledge will allow for 

a richer visitor experience.  

 

Join the Friends 

 
ONTEST:  The Friends 

of Fort Malden in 

cooperation with Park 

House is excited to announce our 

2018 membership campaign drive.  

How would you like to win this 

extraordinary “Star” Lantern?  This 

Lantern is made locally by a 

talented Tin Smith at the Park 

House Museum Tin Shop here in 

Amherstburg Canada?   This 

handsome fully functional Lantern 

measures 13" Tall X 4.5" X 4.5" 

and retails for $95.00.  This is an 

exceptional prize to “Get-Involved” 

and have “History Start with you!” 

Please stop by the Park House 

Museum to see this fantastic 

Lantern.   

 

  
 

While you’re at Park House take a 

tour of the Museum.   Park House 

Museum is a year-round museum 

catering to the needs of visiting 

school children, seniors and the 

general public; they bring the story 

of Amherstburg and its people to 

life through programs and exhibits 

that are created to engage and 

inspire all who visit.  They are 
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located at 214 Dalhousie St, 

Amherstburg Ontario. 

 

You have three possible entries to 

win our contest.  First, at no cost to 

you, simply go to our web site and 

register your name and information.  

On the get get-involved tab. This 

will give you your first entry into 

the contest as well as receive our 

free newsletter.   Would you like to 

receive two more entries?   Join the 

Friends of Fort Malden at a yearly 

cost of $12.00 for two more entries. 

(Click the store tab on our website) 

 

We welcome you all to please enter 

our contest and join to help us raise 

some much-needed funds for our 

historical organization. You too 

could possibly have a piece of 

history in your home today! 

 

Contest Rules and restrictions can 

be found on the main page of our 

website. 

https://www.friendsfortmalden.org 

 

From The Fort 

n May 19, 2018, Fort 

Malden will be opening 

for its 79th season as a 

National Historic Site. 

 We are excited for a number of 

events and programmes, including 

our new Escape Room Festival in 

June and a Heritage Fair in 

September.  

 

 
 

Stay tuned to our website and 

Facebook page for updates 

throughout the season.   

Also, come check out our new 

exhibits that the staff have worked 

so hard on putting together.  While 

you are there, why not try a bowl of 

soldier's stew from the cookhouse?  

We are cooking stew meals on 

Saturdays and Sundays this year. 

 Please join us for another 

Enjoyable, educational and exciting 

year at Fort Malden National 

Historic Site. 

 

New in the Museum?  

ort Malden National 

Historic Site is   always 

looking for ways to 

improve the visitor’s experience. 

Improving and expanding museum 

exhibits are certainly part of this 

process. So, we are pleased to 

announce that “The British Wore 

Red” is a new exhibit on the second 

floor of Fort Malden Museum.  

 

With the moving of the Officer’s 

Quarters display to the Soldier’s 

Barracks Building Room One, there 

was a great opportunity to create 

this new exhibit over the winter.  

In creating this exhibit, Fort Malden 

Management decided to highlight 

some items from their own stored 

collections of both original and 

reproduction artifacts. These 

artifacts were previously only used 

once or twice a year at events. This 

decision was made considering Fort 

Malden’s commemorative integrity 

statement as well as the budget and 

resources available.  

 

“The British Wore Red” will 

showcase that not all British 

soldiers wore the famed red coats. 

Depending on their position, some 

members of the British military 

dressed in a number of different 

styles and colours.  For example, 

the Royal Artillery wore blue coats, 

while the Royal Canadian Rifle 

Regiment members were dressed in 

green coats.  

 

We cannot forget the important role 

that women played as part of life 

and style here at Fort Malden. The 

exhibit also includes examples of 

women’s clothes of the period. 

Each of the sample uniforms and 

clothing that are on display can be 

connected to a period in Fort 

Malden’s history from the War of 
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1812 to the Rebellion of 1837 – 

1838. 

New in the Garden  

his year our victualler 

(Mark Feltoe, 

volunteer gardener) 

has new plants coming from 

Maidstone Bicentennial Museum.  

 

Our victualler is helping the 

Museum by giving them some 

plants they don’t have, and they in 

return are giving some plants from 

their gardens to add in the 

Pensioner Garden at Fort Malden, 

such as Native Tiger Lilies and 

Oriental Poppies.  

 

 

Last year the Pensioner Cottage 

garden had two types of heirloom 

tobacco: Rot Front and Cherry Red 

Tobacco. Throughout the summer 

months, many comments were 

made by visitors and staff members 

expressing amazement at how tall 

the tobacco plants were. This year 

the tobacco will be in the Pensioner 

Cottage garden again. If you missed 

what they looked like last year, 

come out over the summer months 

and see how tall they get.  

 

    

In the near future, our Pensioner 

Cottage garden will continue to add 

new herbs, heirloom vegetables, 

and colourful flowers that were 

grown in the 1850s. We are always 

looking for volunteers who like to 

help out by taking care of the 

garden. 

 

Updated Website 

 
 e have some exciting 

news to tell you about 

some enhancements to 

our web site.   We have updated our 

events tab and added several new 

events.   We have also added a new 

section called “Links.”  

The events tab now has filters in 

which you can sort events by six 

different categories: Friends of Fort 

Malden, Fort Malden National 

Historic Site, Fort Malden 3rd 

Party, Historical, 

Reenactors, and 

Town of 

Amherstburg & 

Essex County 

Events are 

currently available.  

Please check back 

often to see 

updates. We will be posting more 

related events as we hear of them.   

“Links” is a new section on the web 

site that contains connections that 

are related to our mission of 

supporting local history, especially 

in the following categories: Other 

Friends of Sites, Amherstburg & 

Essex County Historical Sites, 

Parks Canada National Historic 

Sites, and Niagara Parks Sites.  We 

also have many other Canadian and 

US popular 1812-related sites 

listed.  

We hope that you will use our site 

as a point of reference when you do 

your research on local historical 

sites and beyond.  As always, 

remember “History starts with 

you!” 

Fort Facts and Finds 
 

hroughout the years, 

many different cargo 

or freight transport 

ships have traveled up and down the 

Detroit River. Near the mouth of the 

Detroit River where it opens into 

Lake Erie, there stands a stone 

tower which is all that remains of 

the lighthouse located at the south 

end of Bois Blanc Island.  

 

 
 

Bois Blanc is French for white 

woods. The name was given to the 

island because of its numerous 

white-barked birch and beech trees. 

Today, it is commonly known as 

Boblo Island. Bois Blanc Island 

Lighthouse was constructed by the 

government of Upper Canada in 

1836, just before the outbreak of the 

Rebellion of 1837 – 1838. 
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The limestone used in the tower’s 

construction may have come from 

Kingston aboard a ship on which it 

was used as ballast. Bois Blanc 

Island Lighthouse’s diameter at its 

base is 18 feet (5.5 m) and it reaches 

a height of 40 feet (12 m). The 

cornice consists of stepped 

corbelling; three windows were 

installed at varying heights on the 

building. Its lantern was situated at 

56 feet (17 m) above the high water 

mark. The lantern originally lit a 

catoptric burning apparatus, and 

was reported in 1872 as being 

visible for 18 miles (29 kg) in clear 

weather.  

 

 
 

The lighthouse is an early example 

of an imperial tower, a common 

lighthouse type in the 1830 to 1860 

period.  Its main purpose was as a 

navigational channel and guided 

up-bound traffic from Lake Erie to 

Amherstburg, Windsor and the 

upper lakes.  

 

 
 

The Lieutenant – Governor of 

Upper Canada appointed a fifty 

year old sailor, Captain James 

Hackett, as its first keeper. Born in 

Scotland in 1787, Hackett had spent 

most of his adult life on water and 

more specifically on the Great 

Lakes since 1816. On December 6, 

1825 at Sandwich (Windsor), 

James Hackett had married Mary 

Reily, daughter of early 

Amherstburg schoolmaster John 

Reily. The newlyweds settled in 

Amherstburg where the first six of 

their ten children were born. 

 

 
Captain James Hackett 

 

The lighthouse is associated with 

the brief occupation of Bois Blanc 

Island by rebel forces during the 

Rebellion era. On January 8, 1838 a 

group of 60 Canadian “Patriots” 

and their American sympathizers 

on board the Schooner Anne landed 

on the island. They forced the 

evacuation of the small military 

guard and the lighthouse keeper and 

his family from the island. The next 

day the Schooner Anne ran aground 

on Elliott’s Point near Amherstburg 

and they were all captured. The 

attack was one of several incursions 

by rebel forces along Detroit 

frontier which prompted the 

bolstering of militia and regular 

forces at Fort Malden. 

  

   
Captain James and Mary Hackett 

live out their lives on Bois Blanc. 

He died in 1872 and she passed 

away a year later.  

 

  
 

For almost 90 years, the head 

lighthouse keeper was a member 

the Hackett family: James (1835 – 

1870), Andrew (1870 – 1901), 

Agnes (1901 – 1910), and Charles 

R. Hackett (1910 – 1924). The 

lighthouse was upgraded several 
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times over the decades, until 1954, 

when it was vandalized and the top 

structure was set on fire.  

 

 
 

In 1961 the lighthouse was declared 

to be of national historical 

significance by the Historic Sites 

and Monument Board of Canada 

and Fort Malden National Historic 

Site assumed the responsibility. 

Parks Canada in the 1970s had the 

door and fanlight restored, which 

were subsequently destroyed by 

vandals. As a result, the entrance 

was infilled with rubble stone 

masonry. In 2015, it was one of 74 

lighthouses to be protected under 

the Heritage Lighthouse Protection 

Act and one of 42 owned by Parks 

Canada. 

 

 Today the lighthouse could use 

some much needed attention and a 

new lantern room. The tower itself 

is closed to the public; however the 

site is open to visits.  

Solider Stew Days 

Chow Down at Fort Malden 

ungry? Fort 

Malden’s cooking up 

a piping hot soldier’s 

lunch, straight from the 19th 

century in the Soldier’s Cookhouse, 

on Friday and Saturday afternoons 

from the Victoria Day weekend to 

the Labour Day weekend. After a 

bracing stroll around the grounds of 

Fort Malden, during which your 

guide will fill you in on all the 

history, pull up a chair in the 

Cookhouse and enjoy a delectable 

bowl of stick-to-your-ribs soldier’s 

stew and a hearty chunk of local 

bread to go with it. 

 Bolster your morale with a sweet 

bit of dessert and wash it all down 

with a draught of iced tea. At just 

$4.90/person, this chow will be 

affordable for every recruit!  

 

Saturday and Sunday, from the 

Victoria Day weekend to the 

Labour Day weekend. 

Celebrating 100th Years  

 
oint Pelee National 

Park's is celebrating its 

100th Birthday on  May 

29, 2018 at 11 am. It will be held at 

Point Pelee National Park Visitor 

Centre you can join them to mark 

their 100th anniversary designation 

as a national park. As well you can 

celebrate 100 years of conservation 

and community and enjoy some 

birthday cake too! 

 

Upcoming Events 

Fish Fry in Amherstburg  

June 1, 2018 

he Friends of Fort 

Malden is proud to be 

assisting with the Fish 

Fry at the Amherstburg Knights of 

Columbus on Friday June 1st. Stop 

by, have a great meal and let your 

favorite “Friend” clear your plates 

for you. Each dinner will include a 

dinner roll, baked potatoes or fries, 

Cole slaw, and  

coffee/tea. For 

all those people 

with a sweet 

tooth, there will 

be a dessert 

table.   The 

Knight of 

Columbus Community Hall, is at 

190 Richmond Street.  

1 PC of Fish….……………..$7.00 

2 PCS of Fish ……………...$10.00 

3 PC Chicken Dinner ….........$7.50 

Kids Meal ………..…..……..$6.00 

 

Time: 4:30 pm – 6:30 pm  

Escape Room Festival 

June 16, 2018  

oin us for Windsor-

Essex County’s first 

Escape Room Festival! 

The best local escape rooms are 

travelling to Fort Malden with 

mobile escape rooms. Bring your 

friends and escape from as many as 

you can!  

 

Participants will have a chance to 

win door prizes and vote for the 

People’s Choice award for “Best of 

the Festival.” Between escape 

rooms, relax on the river and enjoy 

food from local food trucks. A fun 
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Visit Friends of Fort Malden website at: 

https://www.friendsfortmalden.org 

Learn more about Friends of Fort Malden, browse  

upcoming Events, subscribe to our Free Newsletter,   

Get Involved and become a Member or Donate. 
Email: info@friendsfortmalden.org 

 

“History starts with you!” 
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event not to be missed. Will you 

accept the challenge?  

Adult………………………$34.30 

Time: 10 am – 8 pm 

Canada Day at Fort Malden  

July 1, 2018 

ome celebrate Canada’s 

151st anniversary of 

Confederation. Enjoy 

family-friendly activities, 

entertainment, and fireworks along 

the Detroit River at sunset! For 

more details, visit the Town of 

Amherstburg’s website. 

 

 

*free admission* all day. 

Time: 10 am to 10 pm 

 

Art by the River 

August 25 to 26, 2018   

rt by the River, 

which is held 

annually the 

weekend before the Labour Day 

weekend is the major fundraiser for 

the Gibson Gallery. This Arts and 

Craft Festival, which was first held 

in 1967, is Essex County’s original 

Arts & Crafts Show. It has grown 

into an end of summer tradition in 

Amherstburg, attracting 150 artists 

and artisans from across Ontario. 

Please note this is a third-party 

event and special fees apply to enter 

Fort Malden: 

 

 

 

Adult………………………..$5.00 

Children 12 and under with an adult 

…………………….............. FREE 

Time: Saturday and Sunday 10 am 

to 5 pm. 

Fort Hours 

Spring Hours 

May 19 – June 30 
 

 Open Wednesday to Sunday, 

10 am – 5 pm.  

 Last admission sold at 4:15 pm. 

 

 
 

Daily 
 

Adult………………………..$3.90 

Senior…………………….....$3.40 

Youth…………………….....FREE 

Commercial Group…..……..$9.80 

 

Seasonal Pass 
 

Adult………………………..$9.80 

Senior…………………….....$3.40 

Youth…………………….... FREE 

 

Parks Canada Discovery Pass 
 

Adult………………………$67.70 

Senior……………………...$57.90 

 

God Save the Queen 
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