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Introduction 
 

s the summer of 2018 

comes to an end, we 

note that the Fort had 

a very active season! The Fort was 

busy with school programmes, day 

camps, and special events, 

including the Escape Room 

Festival. We were proud that the 

Friends of Fort Malden had 12 local 

high school students making the 

Fort come alive this year.  

 

 
 

Every Saturday at 2 pm throughout 

the month of July and August, these 

hard-working students made a 

power demonstration which 

included light infantry, line tactic 

formation, and cannon firing. Each 

demo ended with a bayonet charge 

showing how it would have looked 

over 200 years ago. Many of our 

visitors enjoyed the demo and their 

time at the Fort.  

 

The Friends of Fort Malden helped 

with several events including the 

Escape Room Festival and Art by 

the River. We are planning to help 

the Fort with a new event, the 

Heritage Festival that is happening 

on September 29 and 30. We are 

looking forward to planning new 

and exciting fundraising adventures 

in the fall and winter. Friends of 

Fort Malden are working on some 

projects which are in the planning 

stage for the upcoming spring 2019. 

We always encourage all new and 

existing members to bring fresh 

ideas forward so that we may 

continue to support the 

programming at Fort Malden.        

 

New Membership Drive  

 

he Friends of Fort 

Malden held a new 

membership drive 

contest this year. We would like to 

take a moment to recognize and 

thank all who participated in our 

2018 Membership Drive contest. 

We would like to congratulate 

Joyce Collacott-Cherwak of 

Windsor as the lucky winner of the 

Park House Tinsmith Shop 

Lantern. The contest was very well 

received and we are excited that so 

many new members joined our 

group to support our mission; many 

of you subscribed to this Newsletter 

as well. We would also like to give 

a special thank you to Randy Hall 

for handling the Lantern raffle 

throughout the summer.  We look 

forward to future contests and 

remember History does start with 

you!  

 

General Annual Meeting  

n September 12, 2018 

the Friends of Fort 

Malden held their 

Annual General Meeting in the 

Administration Building at Fort 

Malden National Historical Site. At 

this meeting existing and new 

members held elections for the 

Board of Directors for 2018/2019.  

   

Please join us in congratulating the 

following people for being elected 

to the Friends of Fort Malden 

Board: 

Jeremy Warnock (President) 

Mark Feltoe (Vice-President) 

David May (Secretary) 

Peter Wright (Treasurer) 

Directors: Margaret Bondy, Patti 

Perreault, Jeff Mellow, Rhonda 
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Bencosme, Randy Hall, and Joyce 

Collacott-Cherwak. 

From The Fort 

ort Malden was very 

busy this summer 

season.  In June, we 

hosted a brand new event, “Fort 

Malden Escape Room Festival.”  

During this event, local escape 

room companies set up tents, and 

we turned the barracks, cookhouse, 

pensioner’s cottage and marquee 

into escape rooms. Loads of fun 

was had by all, and we hope to run 

a similar event in 2019.  

 
We also had a very successful 

murder mystery, with many visitors 

correctly guessing the culprit, 

‘Sergeant Sheffield’ brought to life 

by one of the summer students, 

Charlie Rebidoux. The 12 high 

school students who worked over 

the summer, were thanks to a 

Canada Summer Jobs Grant, 

through the Friends of Fort Malden.  

They worked from late June until 

mid-August, and assisted with 

making the Fort come to life for 

visitors. 

Although the students have gone 

back to school, the Fort is still open 

until Thanksgiving weekend, from 

Wednesday to Sunday.  We also 

have several upcoming special 

events, including a Heritage Fair at 

the end of September, a Candlelight 

Night Tour on October 13, and we 

are once again partnering with The 

House Youth Centre to put on a 

Haunted Fort in late October.  Stay 

tuned to our website and Facebook 

page for details. 

Escape Room Festival   

 
n June 16, 2018 Fort 

Malden National 

Historical Site hosted the 

first ever Escape Room Festival in 

the world. This event was sold out 

throughout the day. There were 

eight different types of Escape 

rooms, in which attendees visited: 

Hidden Trails Escape Room 

(Disarm the Bomb, The Cell), 

 

 
 

Breakout Kingsville (Legend of 

Hocus), and Exodus Windsor 

Escape Room (Skullduggery in the 

Scullery). Fort Malden National 

Historical Site staffed their Escape  

Rooms (Confined to the Barracks, 

Cottage Fever, Recipe for Escape, 

and The General’s Last Word) with 

staff, students and volunteers. 

Between each escape room, people 

could relax on the river and enjoy 

the entertainment and food for 

purchase from local food trucks. 

 

 
 

The Friends of Fort Malden also 

offered a beer garden to visitors. 

The beers came from GL Heritage 

Brewing Co., a local Amherstburg 

brewery. Musical entertainment 

throughout the festival featured 

Rob Bondy and Endadaday, Allison 

Brown, Sara Fontaine and Hogarth, 

Hoppe & Borshuk with guest Phil 

Kasurak. The Fort Malden Escape 

Room Festival was thoroughly 

enjoyed by all who attended. Fort 

Malden will be offering it again in 

2019. Look on Facebook and the 

website for further update for it on 

the Escape Room Festival.  

       

Fort Facts and Finds  

 

ave you ever walked 

through the Fort along 

the Detroit River and 

noticed that there were rock 

formations and wondered what they 

were for? Well the answer to that 

question is that they are the Lake 

Sturgeon Spawning Reefs.  

 

 
 

These spawning reefs are 

throughout the Detroit River, in 

such places as Belle Isle in Detroit, 
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Trenton Channel in Riverview, 

McKee Park in Windsor, Fighting 

Island in LaSalle and in Fort 

Malden in Amherstburg.     

The spawning reefs were placed at 

Fort Malden in 2001 and are the 

first ever habitat restoration project 

in the Great Lakes funded with both 

U.S and Canadian dollars.  

 

 
 

Lake sturgeon (Acipenser 

fulvescens) also called rock 

sturgeon are remnants of the 

dinosaur age. Lake sturgeons are a 

North American temperate 

freshwater fish; they live at water 

depths of 15 to 30 feet. They feed 

along the lake bottom, eating a 

variety of small animals including 

snails, crustaceans, aquatic insects, 

mussels, and small fish. Most lake 

sturgeon caught today weigh 

between 30 to 100 pounds and grow 

3 to 6 feet in length. Lake sturgeon 

live longer than any other fish 

species in the Great Lakes. 

Male lake sturgeons live an average 

of 55 years; females live 80 to 150 

years. Despite their long lives, 

sturgeon are slow to mature. It takes 

about 15 years for male lake 

sturgeon to reach reproductive 

maturity and 20 to 25 years for 

females. 

  

 
 

In early spring, adult sturgeons 

swim to fast flowing rivers to 

spawn. Female lake sturgeon spawn 

once every four years, each 

depositing millions of eggs on 

gravel bars. It is estimated that only 

about 10 to 20 percent of adult lake 

sturgeons within a population 

spawn during a given year. 

 

Join the Friends 

 
e are always looking 

for new members to 

get involved with    

Fort Malden and local Amherstburg 

history! If you have an interest in 

history, then enlist with the Friends 

of Fort Malden organization.  
 

  
 

Please visit our website to get 

involved. There are many ways you 

can help out with Friends of Fort 

Malden. Remember our mission is 

as follows: The Friends of Fort 

Malden is a non-profit organization 

that works in partnership with 

Parks Canada to preserve and 

promote the heritage of Fort 

Malden Historical Site and the 

value of local history. For more 

information or to get involved, 

please visit our website. 

Upcoming Events 

Fort Malden Heritage Festival   

September 29th and 30th, 2018  

ort Malden will 

come alive on 

September 29 and 

30 with an array of exhibits, 

demonstrations and entertaining 

shows from local heritage and 

cultural organizations.  See antique 

vehicles, local museum displays, 

falconry and puppet shows, musical 

entertainment, and living history 

demonstrations as you step back 

through over two hundred years of 

history. 

 

Check out historic merchant tents, 

where you can purchase wares 

ranging from 19th century kettle 

corn and doughnuts to pottery, 

candles, quills and hand-woven 

baskets, or help support the Friends 

of Fort Malden’s BBQ and craft 

beer garden. With so much going 

on, there is something for all 

interests. Also, on Sunday morning, 

come to the Fort for a Lumberjack 

Breakfast. 

Time: September 29th: 10:00 am - 

5:00 pm. 
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Visit Friends of Fort Malden website at: 

https://www.friendsfortmalden.org 

Learn more about Friends of Fort Malden, browse  

upcoming Events, subscribe to our Free Newsletter,   

Get Involved and become a Member or Donate. 
Email: info@friendsfortmalden.org 

 

“History starts with you!” 
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September 30th”: 10:00 am - 3:00 

pm 

 

Lumberjack Breakfast: 9:00 am -

11:30 am. 

Special Event Admission Fees:   

Adults………………………$4.90 

Seniors……………………...$4.40 

Youth……………………….$1.75 

Extra Fees:  

Lumberjack Breakfast………$9.80    

Stew:………………………..$4.90  

Fort Malden by Candlelight 

October 13th, 2017 

 

 
 

isit Fort Malden in the 

evening during one of 

the spookiest times of 

the year. Walk through candlelit 

buildings and listen to stories of the 

soldiers that lived here over 180 

years ago. This evening is an 

opportunity for visitors to explore 

the fort at night. Reservations 

required. Call 519 – 736 – 5416   or 

go to pc.gc.ca/fortmalden  

 

Time: Tours begin at the visitor 

center from 6:30 pm – 10 pm. 

 

Fort Malden Haunted House   

October 19th, 20th, 26th, and 

27th, 2018    

ake a frightening 

tour through Fort 

Malden at night. 

View spooky scenes in the historic 

buildings. From executions to 

zombie soldiers, your senses will be 

tingling as you are guided to each 

vignette. Do you have what it takes 

to make it through this terrifying 

experience? 

 

A portion of the proceeds go to The 

House Youth Centre to support 

their programs. Special fees apply 

to this program.  

Time: Friday and Saturday 6 pm – 

10 pm. 

Fort Hours 

Fall Hours  

September 5th – October 7th  
Open Wednesday to Sunday  

10 am – 5 pm. * Last admission sold 

at 4:15 pm. 

 

 
 

Daily 
 

Adult………………………..$3.90 

Senior…………………….....$3.40 

Youth…………………….....FREE 

Commercial Group……..…..$9.80 

 

God Save the Queen 
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